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device was the boycott, a word which owes its origin to the
treatment meted out to Captain Boycott at this time. If a peasant
was evicted (turned out) for failing to pay his rent, as hundreds
were in these distressful years, his neighbours boycotted his
successor by refusing to deal with him in any way whatever.
Members of the Land League also committed murders, but
Parnell genuinely disapproved of that.

Gladstone's reply to Parnell was on the one hand a Coercion
Act, enabling the government to imprison suspected persons
without bringing them to trial, and on the other an Irish Land
Act (1881)5 which enacted what were called 'the three FsJ: fair
rents to be fixed by Land Courts, fixity of tenure so long as the
tenant paid the fair rent, and freedom for the tenant to sell any
improvements he had made at the conclusion of his tenancy.
It was the longest and most complicated measure ever brought
before parliament up to this date, and was contested in every
detail. It occupied twice as much parliamentary time as any
measure of the previous forty years, and occasioned nearly
15,000 speeches, over 6,000 of which were delivered by Irish
members. Gladstone alone understood every detail, and his
performance in carrying the bill through all its stages was a
masterpiece of parliamentary art.

When the bill was through, Parnell ordered the Land League
to boycott the Land Courts. Thereupon the government had
Parnell arrested and imprisoned. The result of that was that the
wild men of his party in Ireland broke loose, and disorder was
worse than ever. A few months later the government decided to
release Parnell, on the basis of an informal bargain that Parnell
would pacify Ireland and the government introduce further
measures. Four days after his release a group of Dublin gangsters
called the Invincibles murdered Lord Frederick Cavendish, the
Secretary for Ireland in Gladstone's government, and Burke,
the Under-Secretary, chief civil servant of the Irish Office, as
they were walking across Phoenix Park (1882). That was the end
of Gladstone's efforts to solve the Irish problem in his second
government.

The 'fourth party9. After the death of Lord Beaconsfield the
leadership of the Conservative party was shared between Lord
Salisbury in the Lords and Sir Stafford Northcote in the